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Abstract: Let   ,   G V E  be a graph of order n.  The independent domination polynomial of G is 

the polynomial 
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D G X d G j x  where  ,  id G j  is the number of independent 

dominating sets of size j .  In this paper, we introduce the independent domination polynomial of a graph. 

The independent domination polynomials of some standard graphs are obtained and some properties of the 

independent domination polynomial of graphs are established. 

Keywords: Dominating polynomial, independent dominating polynomial, independent dominating 

polynomial roots.

 

1. INTRODUCTION   

In a graph   ,   G V E , the open neighbourhood of a vertex ( ) v V G is  

N v   x  V;  vx  E   the set of vertices adjacent to  v .  The closed neighbourhood is 

N v  N v  { } v .  The subgraph induced by the set  S . A set S V  is a dominating 

set if every vertex in V – S is adjacent to a vertex of S and the minimum cardinality of a 

dominating set is called the domination number of G and is denoted by (G). A minimum 

dominating of a graph G is called a - set of G. 

A set is independent (or stable) if no two vertices in it are adjacent.  The maximum size of the 
independent set is called independence number of a graph.  An independent dominating set of G 

is a set that is both dominating and independent in G.  The independent domination number of G, 

denoted by )(Gi , is the minimum size of an independent dominating set. 

Let G is isomorphic to K2 with two points’ u and v.  Then the graph which construct by attach m 

edges in u and n edges in υ is called bi-star and denoted by ( , )B m n .  The friendship graph Fn is n 

triangles in which they have one common vertex.  Let G be a star K1,n the graph obtained by 

subdividing every edge once of the star is called healthy spider and is denoted by spn. If we 

subdivide the r ≤ n = -1 edges from the star, we will get wounded spider.  For more details about 
the basic definitions which is not appear here, we refer to Harrary [1]. 

Graph polynomials are powerful and well-developed tools to express graph parameters.  Usually 

graph polynomials are compared to each other by adhoc means allowing deciding whether a 
newly defined graph polynomial generalizes (or is generalized) by another one.  Saeid Alikhani 

and Peng, Y.H. [4], have introduced the Domination polynomial of a graph.  The domination 

polynomial of a graph G of order n is the polynomial  
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i G

D G X d G i x where d G,  i  is the number of dominating sets of G of size i 

and (G) is the domination number of G.  This motivated us to introduce the independent 

domination polynomial of a graph.  In this paper, we introduce the independent domination 

polynomial of a graph.  The independent domination polynomial of some standard graphs are 

obtained, some properties of the independent domination polynomial of a graph are established.  

2. RESULTS 

Definition 2.1. Let   ,   G V E be a graph of order n with independent domination number the 

)(Gi  the independent domination polynomial of G is 
( )

  ,    ,   ,  
i

n
j

i i

j G

D G X d G j x  where 

 ,  id G j  is the number of independent dominating sets of size j.  The roots of the polynomial 

  ,   iD G X are called the independent dominating roots of G. 

Example. Let G = (V, E) be a graph as in Figure 1. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 

Clearly )(Gi = 2 and there are only two minimum independent dominating sets {v3, v5), {v2, v4} 

and one independent dominating set {v1, v4, v5} of size 3.  Hence, Di(G, x) = x
2 
(2+ x)  

Obviously there are two independent dominating roots of G which are 0 and -2. 

Observation 2.2. For any graph G = (V, E) The independent Dominating polynomial of G is 
( ) j

i i( )
D G, x  d G, j x  

i

G

j G
 where  β(G) is the maximum independent number 

and ),( JGi ,  is the number of independent dominating set of size j. 

Theorem 2.3. Let G = G1  G2. Then Di(Gj,x)  =  Di(G1,x) Di(G2,x). 

Proof.  Any independent dominating set of k vertices in G is constructed by choosing an 

independent dominating set of j vertices in G1 (for some  j  { i(G1), i(G2),   . . .  |V (G1)|} and 

the independent dominating set of k – j vertices in G2.  The number of ways of doing this overall j 

= i(G1), ….., |V (G1)|} is exactly the coefficient of x
k
 in  Di(G1,x) Di(G2,x). 

Theorem 2.4.  Let 
1

n

j

j

G G .  Then = 
i i j

1

D G, x D G , x
n

j

. 

Proof.  We prove this by mathematical induction, the result is true for j=1 is trivial and by 

Theorem (2.2) for j = 2. 

Suppose that 
i i j

1

D G, x    D G , x
n

j

 is satisfy for n=k 

i.e., For G = 
k

j

jG
1
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Di(G, x) =  
k

j 1

Di(Gj, x)   

Now we have to prove that the result is true for n = k + 1, 

So let G 
1

1

k

j

jG  
k

j

jG
1

Gk+1. 

Di(G,x) =   Di ( 
k

j

jG
1

  Gk+1) 

= Di ( ),
1

xG
k

j

j Di(Gk+1,x) by Theorem 2.3 

= 
k

j 1

Di(Gj,x).Di(Gk+1,x) 

= 
1

1

k

j

Di(Gj,x). 

Hence Di(G, x) = 
n

j 1

Di(Gj,x). 

Corollary 2.5. Let 
nk be the totally disconnected graph with n vertices.  Then Di( nk ,x) = nx . 

Proof. Let 
nk  is the union of n copies of k1, if H  K1. Then Di(H, x)  = x 

Di( nk ) =  Di(K1,x) Di(K1,x)… Di(K1,x)   

         n times  

=  
nxxxxxx ...    

Theorem 2.6. Let G be a complete graph Kn of n vertices.  Then = Di(Kn,x)=n x .   

Proof.  Let G Kn, then there is only n independent dominating set of size one. i.e., id (kn,1)=n. 

Hence  Di(Kn,x) = n x .   

Theorem 2.7. Let G is isomorphic to Km,n.  Then 

   Di(Km,n,x) = )1( mnm xx  

Proof.  Let G = (X, Y,E) be the complete bipartite graph with |X| = m and |Y| = n, when m ≤ n 

and  G  Km,n. Then it is obvious that i(Km,n), = min {m,n}= m.  There are only two 

independent sets which are X and Y.  Hence Di(Km,n, x)
nm xx  = )1( mnm xx  

Corollary 2.8.  

1) For any star graph K1,n , Di(K1,n, 
1) 1 nx x x . 

2) di(p2,x)= 2x. 

Theorem 2.9. For any bi-star B (m,n), then Di(B(m,n) = 
nmnm xxx 11
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Proof. Let G be a bistar.  Then i(Bm,n),  = min {m,n} + 1 and it is obvious there are only three 

independent dominating sets of size n + 1, m + 1, m + n.  Hence, Di(Bm,n) = nmnm xxx 11
 

Theorem 2.10. For any two graphs G1 and G2. 

 Di (G1+G2,x) = Di(G1, x) + Di(G2,x). 

Proof.  Let G  G1 + G2 and suppose that S1 is the set of all minimum independent dominating 

sets in G1 and S2 is the set of all minimum independent dominating set in G2. From the definition 

of G1 + G2 it is obvious that every vertex in G1 will adjacent with each vertex in G2, so the 

minimum independent domination )}.(),(min{)( 2121 GGGG iii Any independent 

dominating set in S1 will be also independent dominating set of G = G1 + G2.  Similarly any 

independent dominating set in S2 will be also independent dominating set of G = G1 + G2.  This 

means that the independent dominating sets of G = G1 + G2 is the independent dominating sets of 

G1 and G2. 

Therefore, 

Di(G, x) =  
|)(|

)(

GV

Gj i

j

i xjGd ),(
 

=  
|)(|

)(

1

1

GV

Gj i

j

i xjGd ),( 1 + 
|)(|

)(

2

2

GV

Gj i

j

i xjGd ),( 2
 

),(),( 21 xGDxGD ii
 

Theorem 2.11. Let K1,m be a star and G = (V,E) be the spider graph which constructed by 

subdivision K1,m where m ≥ 3. Then 

 Di(G,x) = (2
m
-1)x

m
 + x

m+1
. 

Proof.  Let G = (V, E) be the spider graph, which we get from K1,m by subdivision as in figure 2. 

             

 

 

 

                  

 

                                        Figure 2. Healthy spider of 12n  vertices 

Observing .)()( mGGi Let },,...,,,{ 1321 mm vvvvvA and },,...,,,{ 1321 mm uuuuuB .To 

find the number of minimum independent dominating sets which of the size m. We can take one 

vertex from A and m-1 vertices from B, two vertex from A and m-2 vertices from B and so on.   

i,e, id  

Also, there  is only one independent dominating set of size m+1, which is {v,u1,u2,….vm}, id (G, 

m + 1) = 1.  Hence Di (G, x) = 
mx (2

m
-1+x). 

• • • 
v1 

u1 

v1 

u1 

v2 

u2 

vm-1 

um-1 
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Theorem 2.12.   Let K1,m, where m ≥ 3 be a star and G = (V,E) be the wounded spider graph 

which constructed by subdivision s ≤ n-1 edges from K1,m. Di(G,x) = x
s+1

 + (2
s
-1)x

m
 where s ≤ m -

1 and m ≥ 3 as in Figure 3.  

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

Proof.  Let A = {v1, v2,…vs, vs+1,… vm},   B =  {v1, v2,…vs} C = {vs+1, …vn} D =  {u1, u2,…us}.  
Now clearly, there is only one minimum independent dominating set of size s+1 i.e. 

{v,u1,u2,….,us}.  Therefore di (G, s + 1) = 1. 

To find di (G,m) we have the set A and we can take all the vertices of C and one vertex from B 

and s-1 vertices from D, all the vertices of C and two vertices from B and s-2 vertices from B and  

so on.  Hence iD   

12),(,12 s

i

s mGd   

Hence,
mss

i xxxGD )12(),( 1
.  

Theorem 2.13.  Let G = Fm be a friendship graph with 3m+1 vertices.  Then Di(G,x) = x (1+2
m
x

m-1
). 

Proof.  Let G be a friendship graph with 13m  vertices as in Figure 4. i(G) = 1.  Hence di(G, 

1) = 1.  There is another independent dominating set of size  m and there are 2
m
 ways to make the 

independent dominating set of size m hence, di(G,m) = 2
m
.  Then Di(G, x) = x + 2

m
x

m
 = x 

(1+2
m
x

m+1
). 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4. Friendship graph 

Definition 2.14. A firefly graph Fs,t,n-2s-2t-1 (s ≥ 0, t ≥ 0 and n – 2s – st – 1 ≥ 0) is a graph of order n 
that consists of  s triangles, t pendent paths of length 2 and n- 2s – 2t – 1 pendant edges sharing a 

common vertex.  

Theorem2.15. Let ),( EVG be a firefly graph of n vertices, the
111 )2(),( tsnst

i xxxGD . 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5. Firefly graph 
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Proof.  Let G  = (V, E)  be a firefly graph Fs,t,n-2s-2t-1 (s > 0, t > 0, and n – 2s – 2t -1)   It is easy to 

see that  i(G) = t + 1 and there is only one minimum independent dominating set which is {V, 

v1, v2,…, vt}.  Hence di(G, t+1) = 1.  Another independent dominating set of size n – t – s – 1, to 

find the number of independent dominating set of size 1stn , we get 

)2(2)1,( s

i stnGd .  By taking the vertices of triangles alternatively and the triangles of 

the path of length 2 alternatively.  We get, (2)2(2 ss
  

1 1 1 12 2 2 2 . , (2 )s s t s s t t s t n t s

iHenceD G x x x . 

3. CONCLUSION OF THE PAPER 

The independent dominating polynomial of a graph is one of the algebraic representation of the 

graph and quality of any graph representation depend about what information can we get from 

that presentation about the graph. As this paper is introduced the concept of independent 
dominating polynomial a still there are a lot of problems can be solved in the future about this 

concept example is not for limited, the analysis of the roots of the independent dominating 

polynomial  and classification of the graphs  we can set the following open problems : 

(1) Classification of graphs which has real independent dominating roots. 

(2) Classification of graphs which has only three distinct roots. 

(3) The summation of the roots of independent domination polynomial of a graph gives us a new 
parameter of a graph 

Recently we work on all these open problems and it will appear recently. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  

P.M. Shivaswamy wish to acknowledge with gratitude and appreciation the B.M.S. College of 

engineering management for the opportunity given him to do this research work. All authors 

thank the referees for helpful comments.  

REFERENCES 

[1] F. Hararry. Graph theory. Addison-wesley, Reading,. M.A, 1969. 

[2] J. Bondy and U. Murthy, Graph Theory with applications, North Holland, New York (1976). 

[3] T.W. Haynes, S.T. Hedetniemi and P.J. Slater, Fundamentals of domination in graphs, 

Marcel     Dekker, Inc., New York (1998). 

[4] Alikhani,s and Peng, Y.H. : Introduction to domination polynomial of a graph, Ars Combin. 

[5] R.B. Allan and R. Laskar, On domination and independent domination numbers of a graph. 

Discrete Math. 23 (1978) 73-76. 

[6] E.J. Cockyane, S.T. Hedetniemi, Towards a theory of domination in graphs, Networks 

7,247-261 (1997). 

[7] C. Berge. Theory of graphs and its application.  Methuen, London, 1962. 

[8] B.Bollabos and C.J. Cockayane, Graph theoretic parameters concerning domination 

independence and irredundance, J. Graph theory, 3 (1979) 241-250. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Independent Dominating Polynomial in Graphs 

 

International Journal of Scientific and Innovative Mathematical Research (IJSIMR)              Page 763 

AUTHORS’ BIOGRAPHY 

Shivaswamy. P.M is an assistant professor of mathematics in B.M.S. College 

of engineering, Bangalore. He has been teaching undergraduate technical 

course in mathematics around seven years. He has four years of research 
experience and published two papers. His research interest area is Graph theory 

.He almost going to finishing his ph.D, in Graph theory in Mysore University, 

Mysore.  

 

Dr. Nandappa.D.Soner is a professor of Mathematics in University of 
Mysore, Mysore. His current area of research interest is Graph theory and 

combinatorics. He has successfully guided 12 candidates for Ph.d., degree and 

guided 20 candidates for M.Phil., degree. He has published around 95 research 
papers in national and international journals. He has around two decades of 

teaching experience. 

Anwar Alwardi is a lecturer in mathematics in the University of Aden from 
1995. He got M.Sc, and M.Phil., degree from King Abdul Aziz University, 

Saudi  Arabia with full marks and highest level. He has published 36 research 

papers in National and international journals around the world. He almost 

finished his Ph.D., in graph theory in university of Mysore, Mysore. 

 

 

 

 
• 

 

• 

 


